ICTMENT 


PREFERRED. BY 


Robert 


AGAINST. HIM, | 
' Of which, he was found GUILTY. 
AX-TH Bar” 
- General Quarter Seffions* At 


FOR THE 


| 'Town and Gurrough 
SOUTHWARK; 


A'TS-THE 


Bridge-Houſe. 


| Holdenand ke _—_ before the Right Honourable: 
4 


Sir Patience Ward, Lord Mayor of the City of 
London, Sir Thomas Allen, Sir William Hooker, 

Sir Thomas Bloudworth, Sir Pames Edwards, and 
Juſtice Pyrs, on edneſuay, Oftober 5.1681. 
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_ wn VC. | 
Reader, 


T's; you m4) beve Fl full Sexce and Underſtanding of | the | follow 


ing Indiftment, and what what enſued thereupon, it is nece 

to acquaint you with all the Circumſtances of the laſt Pole, upox 
the Elefion of Members to ſerve in Parliament for the Town and 
Bourough of Southwark, from whence the pretence for 'this Indittment was 
taken. | Þ 

The Pole began on Thurſday the tenth of February 1680. nd continued 
until Tueſday following, full five days, | 

T he Candidates were Sir Richard How, and Mr.Peter Rich, o onepart ; 
Slingsby Bethel, ang Edward Smith, E/q; of the other part; *\- 

The place of Pole was the Old Attillery-Houſe' 5x Southwark, which is 
Aſcended out of the Artillery Ground, by ſix or eight: large Stone ſteps, with 
two half Spaces, the uppermoſt at the entrance into the Haſs, being 
Baniſtered, about, i ſo Capacions, as will hold. a hundred perſons: or more. 

The method of Poling mas by filling theaHouſe, from the doors that- open 
upon the half Space, then ſbutting them, untihthey within were all Poled, 
and let out at a back door, and [0 fillink the Hauſe again. P | 

Upon the firſt half. Space, was planted: one Sam Sams, a known Hethor- 
ing Carr-man, and tmo water mes of the largeſt fizz; fetched from Lamberh, 
or there abouts.. AT ty — | 
, Theſe men obſtrutted coming. PH the Pole-Honſe, all ſuch as they 
knew, or ſuſpetted were Friends to Bethel and Smithy to the hurting ſome ; 
diſcouraging others, and cauſing many t0'.g0-away;\. . | | 
. This rudeneſs was: ſeveral times complained of to: Mr. Bethel, who kept in 
the Pole- Houſe, but being preſſed to endeavour to reform this diſorder, at laſt, 
4nd on the fourth day of. the Pole," he went along with thoſethat fetched him, 
but found then upon:the. forementioned ſteps , no more in that | Heftoring 
. poſture as was repreſented to hins,, thay Sar Sams, and Robert Maſon. 

* My Bethel aapphing himſelf firſt ro Maſon, acked hins in a milde and Civil 
manner if he had 2 right to Pole ? and upon his denyal that he had, deſired 
him to withdraw, and not diſturb the Peace, and ſo took him by the Arm 
(he having a wide Camlet Coat.over his Red Coat) and led him gently down 
who followed without reſiſtance, (er any ſuch Dialogue, ' as is falſly ſuggeſted 
to have paſſes betwixt them,) and went quietly away. | 
After this Mr. Bethel asked Samt Sams the _ nuns #s he had done- 
his Companion Maſon, who anſwering that he had a right to Pole, took him 
by the hand,. and led him in at the back door: to- Pole, at which How and 
Rich ſeemed diſpleaſed, though Rich did canzintly ſpeak to him, to Pole 
for Bethel and Smith,' intending (as may well be. ſuppoſed) that he ſhould 
A 


thereby 


Kos 


* Writers and PolesBooks, eſperighly the' Arti 


—— FANRFACE : 
thereby defend himſelf, againſt Bethel and Smiths Complaint, of his rude 
and diſorderly C ariage; .” -Dull Fellow, not apprehending the meaning 


of it, Poled for , How azd Rich. 

And now this-being Al the -groynd there was for an Indifment,, one 
that pulls another by the Sleeve to [peak with him, may as well be'Inditted for 
fo > as Mr. Bethel was for what he did. © | | 
* wing this occaſicn to take motice of" the manner. and. way of Poling in 
ShurhWark, I cannot but npon the whole obſerve, That the Inhabitants there- 


of lye (at the times of Poling) under great oppreſſion, in the expence of five 


or fix days, when fewer hours might ſerve the turn, could the Bayliff be pre- 
wvailed with, to follow the example of London, (where double the number of 
True Eltors in Southwark, 'are Poled in "oa houys) by. having ſeveral 
lery «Howfe being ſo convenient 
For the purpoſe, a ng can be- more, and the benefit in putting this in 
prattice, \is backed \with theſe Cogent Reaſons. -: PAST" 
. Firſt," Becauſe \ahe-Tyduſttions fort of Inhabitants' will hereby ſave the 
attendancegof ow or frve days. | 4: EH 4 ge 
 .. Seco \Becauſethe' doors of the Pole-Houſe flanding open, , and. the peo- 
ple underſtanding, that every one in thee or four hours will be. diſ} che 
it ne regent Lang "and Rudeneſs in coming to the Pole, and diſcou- 
rage Fattious* Perſons) Bow ſending" for Hettortag Fetlows, © to.efponſe' 4 
patticular Party, in b 6g to alt others; as ahi x the laſt Poke... 
. Thirdly, The Cantiidlates will hereby be prevented; tn Raking the Priſons; 
Hoſpitals, Almes-Houfes,” and Streess, for Beggers, ani the adjacent Neigh- 
bourhood, for  neceſſitous perſons, to rhe" ſwelling 'tht "number of  Elettors to 
above double of . what they really are; a; vas donethe two laſt Poles ;. the firſt 
having" Poled near fourthouſand 5 and the latter '\ubove three thouſand ; 
whereas there are not tn all aboveeighteen ot nineteen hundred in the Bourough, 
that have a right to Polegwhereof wefount the laft Pole,by Examination of the 
Church-Bvots,nw0 more'td appear than thirtsen hundred, that payed to. the Poor, 
the be gh. abated by Widdows, Aged, . Sick and Abſent Perfons : "of which 
aumber of. pn beridred, "How had"five hundred eighty ſix, Rich five 
bundres eighty three, Bethel ſeven hundred and three, and Smith ſeven 
hundred and ſixteen ; ſo that thoughby the Pole at large, How, and Rich 
had neat three hunared\more:than Bethel and Smith, theſe two latter upon 


' 4 true account, had. near awe hundred and thirty more than the two. former, 


as may he: obſerved by. the above mentioned Numbers," * 

-. Fourthly, Becauſe; ſodong. as this method of Poling is continued, the Bur- 

rough. of Southwark will xewer be truely repreſented th Parliament 3 the Can-. 
digates that live upon: the.place, 'being tiways able to make" their Numbers by 

#llegal Polerss. us great. as they pleaſe; * ME meh Wy 
.. Antiently, aud 1n.the memory of foe living,” none were admitted to the 
Eleftion, but ſuch a: by their Taxes appeared" to be the moſt Subſantial In- 
habitants,. which.mas acquieſced in \without | Poling 4 but of late that Way is 
not. only by the Bayliff, inareaſed to all that pay to the Poor, . (againft which 
aont cat obgett ) but evento all that will but- ſay qo Houſe-Kyepers, un- 
der which notion it is, that the true Eleftors are uſed. Zn 

' . This Fraud hath been tamplained of to' two Parliaments, but both Diſſol- 
ved before baſmeſs came tb Hearing,” otherwiſe it is more than probable it 
wauld have been Reformed.” py | 2 


F 


The 


Ss ST oo | 
The laſt Ele&ion, Bethel and Smith, being ſenſible that there was is 
Poling for thew# againſt all the Beggars in the Town, they with many Inhabi- 
zants, propounded to the Bayliff, to Pole by the Poors Books, and to convince 
him the _—_—_—_ thereof, delivered him the Opinions of two Serje- 
ants at Law, and one Bencher, under their own hands, that none had right 


to Pole, Sou ſuch as at leaſt paid to the Poor, and alſo inforced this Opini- 
on, by the Votes of the Commons in Parliament, in the Caſe of other Bur- 


roughs, fully to the ſame effect : But though the Bayliff confeſſed 1t was but rea- 
— ſhould *h ſo, T he wonld - be preyia ed of to do that which 
he owned to be reaſonable ; from whence it is, that the Burrough hath not had 
in the two laſt Parliaments Repreſentatives, which have been duly Choſen by 
true Eleftors. And thus much may ſuffice at preſent, to ſhew the irregular; 
axd wnjuſt way of Eleition of Members to ſerve in Parliament, for the 
Town and Burrongh of Southwark. 
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Gar NEE Gf Re alobes Si the 
EY KY Da aths; "before" the! Ric oht 

vw; Watt Lord: [Mays 


Honourabl @''S ir-Pytic 
$110, 39 2 91d1o; Fr DTS 91 17218 9! 
OL SFEGns 112 _ R7ttud As | 


The Cour: beiag f ff Spa 5g led 6 fltwats 


whoſe Names ar&dehre mentioned with their diftin& 
rc +6621 ver others in -Sonthwark- of he fam 
Names. 7 «n b10.1 - © 
" JURY-MEN” Pe a8 

Blwubd Collingwond Bravier Sn FA More in Grocet, i 

Tinker. ,” 7 Willis, Mt Wick | KH 
Francis Waker Camb- maker...” 1 Francs Ferrey... ; TE: be x LIES 
Zebulon Newingtop Chandler, | Richard Frankling 2 

- alias Salter. 1 EPL: Thomas Wale Bereher and pri- 
Wilkan” Head, Woollen. Diaper '7  vate Informer for the Cu- 
Humphrey Raberts, 1c ns (519 JP ftom-Houſe. . ts 
John Alb; Baker - |; {--2 þ! (Edmiard Kemp Ale-Draper. - » 


Bong.s Sworn, the Inditment. was Read. _ 

The Tadidfment $i Fa Sag Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, of our Sov 
wveraign Lorg the Kine, f or the. Town. and. Burroygh of, Southwark, 
in the County of, Surrey, at the Bridge-Hi e within. the Town and 
 Burrough . aforeſaid, 'to wit the twenty. ninth day. of June, - 12 the 


Thirty Third Tear of a Raigh of our epyregy Lord: wowty the 
Seeand, Kingof England; &C. .. - 


"HE Jurors for our Soveraign Lord the Kina, upen' their Oath ds 
preſent, That Slingsby Bethel, late:of the Pariſh of St Qiyves South- 

wark, within. the Town and Burrou h- atoreſaid, in the' County, of 
Surrey, Eſquire, on. the twelfth day of March; in' the Three and 'Thir- 
tieth Year of. the King, with Force and Arms; at the Pariſh afoxeſaid, 
and within the Town and Burrough;aforeſaid, in the County; aforeſaid, 
in and upon one Robert Maſon, at that time one of the Kings Water- 
men, in the Peace of God, and of. our -Loxd the: King, then and there 
ftanding, did Aſſault and make a Battery, and the Pq Robert Maſon; 


then 


iveouſly, 7 Wh did Beat, Wound, and 


is life wasSWP o ty diſpai .and Iqnor- 
* d, and broflghon the ſal Rober: 
Berhel, there (to/yvit) the 


<a | >F aforeſatQ in the 
-... Pariſh arcs, 6 the Town wo | hgh. uf KO, in the County 


| Ne the Rey hearMFEof ver nyrof the by Bj of 
nLorg Hy Ih r: c chercy (oa Aker? 4 
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'Soveraign Lords liege Gp and SubjeQs, being then and there prin, 
ro wh ey amplea He Fe Gale, avally againſt 


— re 


Conntellor dB Lord, and 3 you Getcledien of the "4 Slit iby- 


Pegaſely. BerhygER; Ce for that {A the ſad 
tb Woes 4 E an So # Fury Log Battery on 


ning Words; ; ſayin 16h n, the _ Robert Maſon, Srv I will have 
your Coat pluck d off your Back, tq the great errouy B: damage of by 
faid Robert Maſon, Ke 't6 which Indy mehr he fs led'not Gti 

Mulloy, My Lard;iard you . Gent __ the _ j-T'am C eel 
for-the King aainſt Singiby Berbel, Pp, who Ln t ic twelfth day of 
Met laſt, LI e Thirty Third E che King did: Aſſault, Robert 

Maſe, one of the. Kings WA termeh,| 46d @ ren; bage and Rinke 
the ſaid Robert Mafins Ak ive ve eral opprobious words fa in 
would have his Coav pl Back, &c. Toviale Neat F:th 
not Guilty. 

Holt. My Lord, andy6u 'Getitlerndnof oy F am Councel for 
the King agaiſt Shgnsby Bethel, Eſq; You inde il the Iffue you are to, 
Try, it hath been'opened : the queſtiph is,. Whether Mr. $1\»p by Bethe! 
be*Guilty of this Battery; 'and the mtter contained in the Indiftraent, 
atid the Agriyating'words therein, or no. The occaſion was, that in 
Merch laſt,” there was-at an Plectioh or. trvo Burge efles, to be choſen to 

ſerve in Parliament, for this Burrough; this'R ; Maſon was deſired to 
come from Lambeth, to ſee whether any of that Pariſh came to Pole, 
which kid 80 Right ſo'ro-do.* The Competitors were Sir Richard How, 
Captain Ri6h,Sling by' Belek ,and Edw.Smith, Eſquiers, Mr.Slingsby Bethel, 
ſhewed at his/erſtrance!idfo the Buirough what Inclination and Temper 
he | ame- with, for ' his Followers, oy ſuch as carne with . him, came 
'_ witlt their God-Damme's;and-feyeratexecrable Oaths againſt thoſe'that 
Votedagainſt him ; after: the Eleftion began,” atid' the Pole demanded: 
_ truly then'Vir. Bethel Adtted his part, and took occaſion to go off from the 
ace where he' was,-and ſtrike ſevetal- Perſons that were Acting againſt 
int pirticularly-elis Robert Maſon," Rang hifi tobeagainft har, mo 

is 


et 
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his-Cane; and knocked him over the Pate, and afterward knowing him 
to be Kings Waterrflan, faid he deſerved to have his Coat pluck'd over 
his Ears ;  werethe affront againſt.him as a ſingle perfon,it were not of 
ſo bad Conſequence, but weare to take notice of the Sotemnity of the 
occafion of the Meeting, now conlider tte occaſion,it was for the chuſing 
of Parliament men, and had it not been fÞr the prudence of the Wawr- 
man, in forbearing to ſtrike again, God knows the effefts, and what an 
uproar it-might have occationed : but he: prudently refrained, and took 
his Courſe in a Legal way, and according to Law hath preferred this 
IndiAment againſt Mr. $.rw by Bethel, Now t h the ſaid Mr. Bethel 
be ſo greata man, and a perfon of value, lately - Sheriff of the City of 
London,znd he Robert Mafon, appearing tobe but a poor Waterman, yet 
I don*t queſtion, he will find an Ezg/zb Jury to do hum right. 

Kings Councel. Call Mr. Robert Mafon, Arthux Adams, Tho.Walbrodke, 
Griffin Meade, Tho. Smyth, Alexander Dory, Lawrence. 

Councellor Holt. Mafon, What can you fay on the Kings, and your 
own behalf concerning this Matter. | 
| Robert Maſon. 1 was ſtanding upon the ſteps by the door in the Arrtil- 
lery Ground,and Mr. Bethel came and gave me divers blows,on the ſtairs, 
knoek'd me with his Cane, and followed me down beating of me, and 
faid, Sirrah, I will have your Coat pluck* over your Ears, and 1 anſwered, 
So you would my Maſters too, if you could. Mabe, 

Counſellor T hompſon. By whoſe Sollicitation came you there ? 

Maſon. Twas defired to be there. -* - 

Thompſon. \Vhat did he ſtrike you alſo with his Fiſt * Maſon. Yes. 

Thompſon. Where did he hurt you with all his blows ? 

Maſon. On the Breaſt. | 

Thompſon. How many blows ? 

Maſon. He gave me twenty blows at leaft, I can ſwear ſafely, but 
how many more I know not. 

Thompſon. Did not you, before Mr. Bethe/ came there, Interrupt the 
peoples coming to Pole, and what did Mr. Bethel -lay ? . 

Maſon. He asked what I did there, and bid me go down. 

Juſtice. Pyrs. Did Mr. Bethel ſingle you out from the reſt of the 
Company. Maſon, Yes hedid. | 

Kings Councel. Call Adams. Adams, What can you ſay ? did youſee 
Mr. Bethel ſtrike Maſox, and what words did he ſay ? - 

Adams, Firſt Witneſs. There was a Tumult- at the ſtairs, and they 
called to.me, being Conſtable, and when I came, Mr. Bethel, and Mafozr 
were together, and a great company followed them, I ſaid Sirs pray 
keep the Peace, and I ſaw Mr. Bethel gave him two or three ſhugs, 
and ſaid, Sirrah, 1 will have your Coat off your Back, and Maſon an- 
{wered, I, and ſo yow would my Maſters too, if you could. 

Holt. Adams, Tell the Court what do you think would have been 
the Conſequence if Maſon had ſtruck again. | 

Adams: It would have been of a ſad Conſequence. 

Holt, What was Mr. Berhels behaviour, when he entered into the 
Burrough ? Did you ſee him come into the Burrough ? 

Adams. They came in and cryed no Abhorrers, no Abhorrers. 

Thompſon. Did you hear Mr. Bethel ſay ſo? Adams. No, Did you 
hear him Swear ? Adams, No. Thompſon. VYhowas it that ſwore ? 

Holt, He that rid firſt. 

Thompſon, Maſon ſaid Mr. Bethel gave him twenty blows, did you 

C 


ſee it ? : Adams. 


*y 


Adams. 1 was not dar all the while, I did nat, ſee 1t. , , 
LL INy Witneſs.” Thomas Walbrooke, wit can) oF: Ty Ft thi cafe , 


' Walbrovke: 160d By ele {inird hen "Mirl'Bre wifed! Mall byy'l F 


Mr. Bethe/ thruſt hin down the fairs, and I ard, 

you-d6:2Mr. Bethel faid;Sirral come dow, | Ina 7 be its Fi 7 
wn rime; INS 9 body "Me. BYt anſwered,” tndinmnd 

Ayr P _—_ pl fee nh 2H Hime. ' 


"" Hlonnſon. Did Yo ee-anyÞ! on glen" 
'Hatbrooke. oil] 0nd f Or any Paws! ir va 
two thieo puſheprthc brok, jp pi. 7 NIE 2112 
' Thompſon,” And how many blow fon given, "ret! "rf ot how 


—_ / 4204 & 4 + QJ 7 if! '# 
rg YL wing onfoct oy an Wing geghbeſin Y wy 
Pa perithe Oatli-you' K yo arean 
Honeſt man; had A Watermat KF 'Coht on * rey, the I Or had he 
not's 'O#mpiain Contover it 27; 315 77 
Walbrooke. He had that Coat, but Tdon *yerhgcher any aller | 
- Kings Councel. 'Call Griffith Meat. Give CAN gre of's what you car 
of pop ent Ad £13447, IH 9068 
Mead. Id Aa great EY wp; Pebfple © come- to: the Place, 
nd ml Mr. Bethel give” bim a piſh, and that way all, Xp 


Tags, What words did you heat? A 3 
Meaks; Ne wards? © 10 

Thompſon. How was this man. Cloathed *« wp cloathe with this 
Coat; or ha he not a Carmpant Conte over" it it'! Ip ms 

Meaxe. 1 cannot'tell.-' (44t wag 


Thompſon. Upon the Oath you have taken, , jo many: blows did you 
ſee given, becauſe they ſay Twenty ? "YN! 

yp 9H No blows/at all L, but a little puſh: -/- 

Call Thomas Smith, he Appe ared. What "oY you kno ? ? 

* Smith: As Robert Maſon and my {ſelf ſtood together, Mr. Bethel came 
tound the burying Place, and. he brought a great Mulritude of -Perſoris 
with him, andbi Maſe x come down the ſte; 3M ſon Anſwered, Twill 
tome Hown- when I foe tes time. | Mr. Bethel. id, 'If you will' nbt © 
down, I will have your Coat pluckt off -your' back ; afterwards; man 
words palled, d, which F cannot remember, and- Mr. Bethel puſhr him on 
the breaſt. 

"Second Countel, Mr. Sith Pray ive the Conirt an Account of the 
behaviour of the mer, that followed Mr. Bethel,"did yournor ſee Mr. Be- 
thel give Rybert Maſon' a puſh when he was in the Artillery Ground ? 

"Smith. -T ſaw none." 

"FH." What do you think the Conſequenge had been, if” Maſen had 
ſtruck again.” 


. 1-Smirh, © Had he given any: blows again, I qo believe 2l kablired and a 


hundred had been Slain. 
Thompſon. Smith; Pray give ari Account 6f *theYehaviowi of the men _ 


. thit the with Mr: ' Bet &, and what Coat Mafon wore ; and whether 
he: had not a Camnipane' Coat ont? © 


Smith; Sir I knoWnot that jbilt he had the tame Coat then bn, his back, 
ichhethas'on- tow? 


"nn honpſon: Why what made you think; if Mifog had fruck Mr. Bethel.” 
| hats It W ould "I made ſuch a . great qitprbance.?; th | Smith 
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Smith. Becauſe he was 'the Kings Servant... «way 5 
;Calh Alexander.Dory.. - Dory, : Give the Court: Pikooonne ofthe 
Mitre, in Queſtion, did-you ſee Mr. Berhet gived/afor awy blows? 1 
+ - Dory. Sirg Mr.” Beth#l gave him ſore pathes kao breaſt, # ind fad, He 
_ let hi} Coat Off ## back. : '- CIO 0 
| ences "Had hethie fame Coat, 'on as. now: *ke Hath? % 

Ws Aw the Jame; and.no'other. _.. 

'' MuleyeiGall Lanrencey .he-appeared:. 'Laynewer>give. the, Dart 
and Jury arti Account-ef! what : yow-know of the-@uarrel beruteeni Mir. 
Betheland-Reberr Mafd3'3i Did you ofee Mt. "Biyhlo himanytHlows ? - 
and give in*ceounr of the Hans" Bal Mr, "Beth EY his "Gripirt 
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whenthey, me "into "the gb =P oe 
'Thompſatte. 'This thglQment is 15 107-9 ape Let re po 

give.any.ag5qunt of that, do, butngr ofgh cictuami "hola thageame 

2000s Mr, Bethel ; _ 15 not the Mazteratth nn af nov got 
Mott, Þ Anfiver,';Sir -1t 1t$not;bubineaske. wn, eto'tnakgant 


whe behaviour of Mr. 'Bethel mid: his. * Ecftrrpaſn Y [eve "2g 'the 
DEED wha yr Tudgmenit'r' ttrake of it. FY pi hat 6 <3 2 

AVEEnTE, TI faw. the perſons that Githe "with Both TN SIX 
pl £19 Brange FAces and the, perlogs whis Ria AR flg]- 
low, Ho f zi] vo; 
Thorifam." I Appeal to! Mr. Hole, What: if-Fohn 'ar:Oales Or: To om 4 
Styles Swear and HeEtor, &c. ſhall Mr Berk, ! Anſwer for: that,” ia 
matter” thit Falls out lohg. fterwards; as this'djq'?*" 

- $7 awrente” T faw their avi 100, asT have (aid, "a he 12k 
Cme to Robert Maſon, be {tood with his hands, an tim 5 | 
bid him come down,zhe + 19d 00, kewanld:nor.; Al FA Va \Begbet; 
;will pluck your 'Coat-off your back; .and:Maſgy, Anſwered, [ anda you 
would my Maſters too, if you could. "1:19 21310 47 

Lora Mayor. Did Mr. Bethel Sweat whenthe came ! into the Birvonsh ? 

Lawrence, "No. Lord Mayor. Who'did'Swear ? '-44): He that Hah fn. 

Mr. Thompſon, May it pleaſe your 16rdfhip; *..- Res or 

1 am of Councel for Mr; Bethel the etendang, who hasbee nd ſtands 
Indicted for making an Aſſault and Battery, upop, Rohere Mp/on; .and for 
ſpeaking many menacing and threatning/ Words as'#h4z: he. would pull 
his Coat vuer by Ears,” "> And foriiggums ſeveral blows tunto which, 
we have Pleaded Nor Guitry. They thre produted ſeveral fgets. 
and Robert Maſon himſelf,” (who'ls to tharow: ſtitch in'the'© "that 


he ſwveass, 16.,, as, #3, ohe can b&heve. him, fot: his cf, fo nelles.do 
4 


'not.; far; they. do not Swear; or - pretend to Swe; 11, h&ng nat 
able-to'ftretch at that rate ; he is delperately mil t£Q lpcak; the 
beſt of him..-: 26 not47 * 

For this Maſon Swears Mr. Bethel gave him Twe "blows at” leaſt, but 
how many more he. 'tartior' fay ;/ fe how" this' $ will ilÞ-look', -when we 
ſhall prove © (by SbRtahriat and \Ctedible" Men} that" Tot's on” blow 
was given, or puſh eieher.; ,but i Woke CE Ws £76 BY yes his. Evidence 
agree not one with another ; for omgſw toOBE: me ta.more z 


but Mr.Mafor {wearsito the full mitaberat 3 Thy enty blaws! 'at jraft,and.thar 
poſitively, but how many more-he-doth not remember. Bur{bppoſe it 
were ſo, yet the matter 1s not ſo much, but what inay be uſtifedby the 
vccalign, deb and yyhat. w ould' be 2-g0od FN in ca mug ad 
will be 


jon, 
ic ame upon Pleading not Gralty, in this 


- 
© 4 « . 


fs J- 
May it afe your Lordſhip, ; 

The 002 "Mr. Barbels ming liere, was this, beige about the Chuſing of 
Parliament. men for \this-. T art the Competitors. were Sir Richard How, 
Mr. Rich, Mr. Bethe}, and Mr 
to Pole, called the Artillery-Houſt : When they caine to take the Poje at - 


the Pole was _ firſt to fill the Houſe, by that ane Ny = or afcer they 
rhe _Y 


: for Mr: Birbel, and be and Hſothecy did PEI and puſh chem down the 
informed of, came out of the Houſe, and ſpake Ci- 
to them, and ſaid, From: whe be yore de bere,'if you have nd & Right ro 
ppt down ſnow che. *.p on _refuſing,' \the NDefendane took him 
gently by the hand and led him —_— giving.neither blow nor-puſh : we | 
| el | Witneſles to prove this,-—Now. for A Gentleman that ſtood as one of 
| liay at that time ih that place, he might. do this 
7 to do there, nay they themſelves ſay there ought not 
ro ey any — at an EleCtionand that the Interruption was from themſelves 

: and that occalioded the mighty Battery they make ſo.much of. We ſhall call our 
, Witneſſes, and ſhall make * this matter appear to be our Caſe, and then though Ma- 
ſan hath ſpoken of Twenty Blowsif believd, as there is but little Reaſon for it, it - 
. will Lhe iencly Jus { by the Witneſs we ſhall Produce, and the xn. 4 


Kr. Wath. ooh Conſtable, Mr. Benjamin Tarron , Mr. George Hampets, 
Ws, Mark: Clark,” Mr: Thomas Weeks, Mr. Benjamin Gerrard. 

Thomſon. Let us begin with Mr. 7raveyſe. Mr mm What Account can you 
give of the matter ? 

Traverſe. May it pleaſe your Lordſbip, 

I Remember it as jf it were but{pſt now ; 1 was called out of the Houſe to come 
to this Door, hearing the Peo _—_ were ina very great Diſturbance, I came to this 
Robert Maſon, And fajd,Whar o you thete to make this Diſturbance ? Have you a 
Right to Poll ? He anſwered, It may be I may. I told him,If he would not be civil; I 
ſhould take a Courſe to Indict him. | 

Thomſon. And what was he doing? 

Traverſe. He was.Throwing People from both ſides with his Elbows, in this time 
A Report being cartied to Sheriff Beehel, of a Perſons Legg broken, and a man like 
to be Kill'd, Sheriff Beebel came to the Steps and took him juſt by the Arm thus--- 
[[Shewing the anner}----and {aid,Pray Friend, what haſt thou to do here ? haſt thou a 

; Right to' "Poll? At GET ſaid he had, afterwards he ſaid'to ; then ſaid Sh@iff Berhel, 
Pray goabout-your Buſineſs': Mr. Bethel gaye no Blow, nor "did ſo much as ſhew any 
Paſſion,-or Angry Conntenance. And ſaid no more. - 'Bur others ſaid, Maſon was 
a Rude Perſon, and that he Deſerved to have his Coat Pluckt over his Ears. 

T hompſon. Did if 99a Mr. Bethel ſay ſo ? 


.T ge of s.faid by f of the Coppa 
| Thenplw, 1 [ ask fie Qt Queſtion more, Myſon ſaid he "had Twenty Blows, what ſay 
you to 1 
Traverſe. He had ttdt/one upon the Oith that I have taken. 
or. Had hethis Conr on or no! 
| Traverſe: 'Troly Fknow riot,.-1 cannot tell, but he had a Badge, aha he Diſ- 
covered-bimſelf to be ſome Gentlemans Servant. 
«| Thompſon. Was Sams there ? | 
_ Hols, My. Thompſon, js that a fair Qneſtion ? 
* "Thompſon. *[4id bi it DN polcly to try your Obſervation, you would call to what 0- 
ie did long before the Battery, Imuſt not ask if one was there at the time of the 
tery. 
Holt, Did you-not ſee Mr. Bethel on the Artillery Ground, was not Maſon Puſhr 
thece. \ 


Travers 


(43 
Travers. I tell you, Sir, there was not one blow give. 
Holt. Then you did not ſee the quarrel on the Ground 2 
Travers. 1 tell you, there was no quarrel on the Groiind ; I ſtood 
on the Steps when Sheriff Bethe! came, and the Sheriff, when he ws 
half way the Steps, ſeeing the Water-mans poſture he was in; faid, 
Friend, have. you any thing to-do to Poll; if you have not, why do 
you make a Diſturbance ? He anſwered, It may be have, and it may 
be not : Pray Friend, ſaid Sheriff Bezhel, if you have not; come down - 
I went from thence about the Ground, and did not ſee the leaſt blow 
given, or any appearance of Paſſion. 
Thompſon. Betore Mr. Bethel came, how did this Man behave himſelf, 
did he not ſhout and behave himſelf rudely ? | 
Holt, Let him ſpeak of himſelf, let not Words be put into. his 
Mouth. -. als | : 
Thompſon. Had he a Red-Coat on > Travers, I cannot fay it. 
Thompſon. Mr. Tarrant, what can ou ſay ? 
Tarrant. 1 was on the Ground when the Sheriff came, I was at 
ſome diſtance; but upon the Oath I have raken, Iſfaw Mr. Bethe! and 
the Waterman coming together ; but I ſaw no blow; and 1 ant fure 
there was not. one blow given. COR 
- - Mr. Weekes, Give an account of what you know. | 
Weekes. My Lord, I faw Sherift Bethe] when .he came. into . the 
Ground, and went up the Steps, I 'made haſte 'after him, and' was 
there al] the' while, and there was nothing like a. blow 5 but all he 
did was to this purpoſe : Pray Friend; ( faid he )if you have ng right 
to Poll, go your way, what have you to'do here? and I follow- 
ed after him into the Artillery Ground, and there was nothing of 4 
blow, or any thing like 1t. | WY 
' Thompſon. You were there all the while - 
Weekes. Yes, I was. 
bow 77 Yet Maſon faith, there were twenty blows given. 
Weekes. Upon the Oath I have takeh, rhere was none, 'nor any 
thing like it. TS 
- Holt. Mr. Weekes, do you live in. Londox, or do you live in the 
ow oy | 
Weekes. -Sit, I live in London. 
Holt. What is this Witneſs to .the purpoſe then ? 
Thompſon. May not a Man livein Londen, and be a good Evidence 
here? Notwithſtanding, call Mr. Gerrad. ; h 
Mr. Gerrad, what can,you ſay? - | | 
Gerrad. My Lord, I wasin the Ground before Mr: S. B. came out 
of the Polling-Houſe, and I faw this Waterman and Sam. Sams thruſt- 
ing of People down, that ſeemeq to be for Mr. B, and Smyth, cry- 
ing Zowand Rich. h 
Weekes. My Lord, my memory failed in this point ; but upon the 
Oath I have taken, what that Gentleman ſwears, it is true. 
Thompſon. Pray, Sir, (as you ſeem a ſober Man) were any blows 
ſtruck by Mr. Bethel? _. * | | 
* Gerrad. T went with Sheriff Bethel rhere at that time, and he asked 


the Waterman what he had to do there? I cannot well relÞ what 
”. BY -+ Th arfwer 


(8) 


, anfwer he made: But Mr. Sheriff ſaid, ,.if you have,no right to 
Poll,. pray go about your buſineſs; upon: the - Oath { have taken, 
he did not ſtrike one blow, ng..more than he doth now ſtanding in 
this Court before your Lordlhip. 

Lord Mayor. Was, there any [puſhing, or; thruſting, . by. Mr. Bethel 2 

Gerrad. Una my, Oath, my Lord, not any. 

Thompſon. And you ſay you were there. all the while, :and ſaw no 
Aifburbence —_ Mr, Bethel? offs 5th 
"* Gerrad. I am - there was not, | 

- Thompſon. Had he. this Coat on or no,or had henot a Campaign Coat on > 

Ban To the beſt of my Fembraggee he. had a Campaign Coat on, 
4 [ belieye he had. 

Thompſon. Mr. Hatfield, pray give an account 'of what you know 
of-this matter. ..... 

” qr There were two Men which 1 or in Red Coats, which 

_ the eo bad that , came |tag.Poll.for , Mr. Bethel, before 

Me: me el came; had, not Mr. 95h "Mme to; appeaſe the Tu? 
cx done; »y .thenr ang 


aee,s 0 9o, believe at Dire had been,, myc 
' Thompſon. Upon the Oath Foy have. al, were ther FANY blows 
" yen? - | 


F7 dell. No, Si there were. none... Bb | WG 


on. Oe here any. blows giyet 4X Bethel ? 7 1 
Sir,- not one :, for. Mr. Bethel. cing informed of the 
Hor Vilor and; Sans, . Mr. Bethel., came Civilly to: them, 


wt yt. them to come; down, and/bid.” taem, be gone, and not 
makea Diſturbance: : 


Mulloy. Call Lawrence againz; to, ſhew that "Maſon | did n6t make the 
Diſturbance. 
mes I aw Robert Maſon, and the.: Party with him, "+ AM 
lyes very. Civil; and eDiſturbance; that Was, Propeeded trom 
En, xr Party.  -+ 
Thom pſov. This is the ſame Man we had hy by now, he js called to 
Witnel, again ; a pretty way of multiplying Witneſles: I appeal to 
Mr. Maſon himſelf, whether this be not LA fame; Mag, ;7gu called 
oe ek 7 F LES " | \ i 
on. MY Lor an yo ent emen: tne ury,” thin the 
ci I arid” needs no- _Arguments:..I ſhall 'onely, .take notice 
how careful theſe men are (as they pretend r&keep. the King's Peace. 
The matter.you ſee, in ſhort,, Hy Mr. Bethel, who ſtood for: a Parlia- 
ment Man of this 500g at.the fam e time bore an Eminent Character, 
(as. Sheriff of the iy, of London) ): upon. Information given. of the Di- 
ſturbance- made by this Maſon, and of the unfairneſs of their. proceed; 
ings, only came Cay Yo an FN h yo, AN Ae per wading him 
- cn *away and, ma ks no Di 13 big, is:hetruth of the 
nd the ihe Battery: .t ninth na - ſuppoſe, that when 
ſuc 


Ju. e are 1n rowd. and upo 2p be there werelome 


ndy-acf ;(as.15 [hg pom paſt hereprezended) SHE 5/be a {ufficicat mat- 
ah 
iſe a du 


ter:to ground ment. .upo n2. men, 89 :,.This Iny 
dickmeat, and the oa of 1 Rs is to rai : ney (if poſlible) to 


caſt 


(2 } T 
cut Refletions on Mr. 'Bzrb27," but 'rigfttore than they'tan doin HO; 134 
of Law, by any matter” hett proved, if 74s [ons Witnelles do lWLAL, Anh ; 
yet youſee how” Mafor behayes himietf ing Fow and Rich \ Ariking | 
down all that came between 'S$4m. $2 arid him; fo, they broks the 
Peace, and raiſe rhe Diſturbance* them ſelves. ARA a that calc. any 
Man (and why not Mr, Bethel?) migtit , have takeri him, and carxied 
him before ' a Magilttate, and tave Hbftified it: But now, "for the 
Credit of the thing; you' ſee' note Paeaty it 'but FE ou himſelf; but 
even he ſwears to that Impaſlibility, {0 over-reas| ies the; matter 
through the exceſs of his Paſſion in fearing, that .no one c \be: 
lieve him ;"if tie had ſ\yorn modeſtly, 'as the reſt did, to two or En 
puſhes, 4t might have been Credited ; but to*tweaty- blows, in 
can. believe it ; neither doth any one of his own Witticſſes Rp vF348 
him, or of ſo much as one blow given : So there, is not one ward 
Maſon faith 'can be Credited. 

Then, my Lord, admit it be ſo; yet you ſaw MI Bethe! Was not. "the, 
Perſon that firſt began this. Diſturbance ; "now. .it the"of other P arty. had. 
been 'Indicted and Tryed;/ (as indetd * it had been. much, mote fit. 
they ſhould) we could have proved, much' againſt them. $45 

And as tothe Fat antmanner of 'whar:! : ; Bethel did, it. was 0 
more' than coming in-a"civil manner, 'asking Whethe he had 
to'-Poll > when he ſaid no, he took him Ally by ke rm and le 
down; and this is a Juſtiftable aſſault, Ming the Nature Mo the thi re-. 
quired a neceſſity of ſornewhat of Action in it. * I appeal to' you'of, the. 
Jury, whether here, be an ny Cauſe. for this Ind4ment, or colour 
of Reaſon for you to find'it 

Zrlt. Gentlemen of © the'Jury, you, have heard the Evidenee 90. 
both ſides, and the queſtion' is, Wherher,” in your Conſcignces, . ' 
can diſ-believe Eight Witneſfes, that ſivear, þ poſitive in 'to. the BR. 


and'believe thoſe ' Witneſſes that did Hor ſee it? if u acc quit M.. Be-. 
thel, you muſk neceſſarily Convict Eight Perſons” Orion Bis, ut, 
you do not find for Mr. Bethel, the bttier Mingned noe be. 
vidted of Perjury'; for how 'tan MenAwear, (thou hey werg $i; We 
allthe time) char they did not fee 2 potiivly” they mt i ves 
Men, and preſent at thetime, and yer 'nor. fee, " Bethel ries 
nor ſwear tot But our Witneſſes ſwear Very”! tris Fl lope, y # 
be guided by Senſe and Conſcience,” arnot 'by: Spegtors fi 7 Urs, 
and apprehenyions, that come here " aft hd hiſs tn ph 0! Urt. of $i: fs 
Now Eight Witnetles (wearirſy if, Ido Vs a'to AN 
in: matters 6P#his Nature; 6he Witty e-the" Agr tive, 9. = 
mote valid than'many of the Sed 
'They take *gotice of the. Tas _ 4 nt! bh, MME rhe 
fear (as heyy) at an'ext revigh rota = hat E Nt Berle gave.! imo 
Twenty blows? * un... 
[7 GGenltlovenF' T&Mr.* bares ae hauls ei aabing? Ha 
—— to ſwear it: Now Maſon's Evidence 1s confirmed b 


all tho refkpraduced, and: neg If oneulyvear 8 


another t@ $1.0, 5 this oflepe ? 
ah tleme bi Evident tlp Foy Met PET Ant Y.,f9 d, Feartl 
tity, 4s © 


Nt orlkeriſe2 they FT if Wort {tte oe oe 


1Ig0" 


( 10 ) 
hath done : Who is the beſt Judge, he that felt the blows, or they 
that Swear there was not one given? He that felt them, I am ſure, 

Gentlemen, It was in a Crowd, 'tis poſſible they may not (ee all ; 
yet their Evidence is a concurring Circumſtance. 

Next I come' to the point of Law, how a Man thzt is a Candi- 
date at an Ele&ion, can beat any Man that ſtands in his way ; [1 
do not wunderſtand-that to be'Law - if any Man had beaten Mr. Be- 
thel, he might have beaten him again in his own Defence ; but there 
wis no ſuch thing. Mr. Bethel ſaw no Diſturbance himſelf, but was 
informed of it, and ſo became too Officious; though he was Sheriff 
of 'Loxdox, yet he was notan Officer there ; . for he was not a Con- 
ſtable there ; and it was a ConſtablesOffice,and he only could have ſeized 
him, and not a Conſtable neither, unleſs he had ſeen the Kings Peace 
broken. 

And as to what Mr. Thom ſor on faith, that it is impoſſible that ſuch an 
Ele&ion ſhould. be carried on, without ſome: buſtle; It's true, in a 
Eoin New ultling one i ſg id ul by. accident ſtrike another 

Mr. Bethel to thump a 

for oh Bethel to beat a Man 
to give a Man Twenty 
RE a - 3% a Mans. Coat \0T.I 


is it [arr 


y. (a Ms cli Counſellor for the before well obſerved) 
wp Bob were to have regard to the Poſitive eng'y rata Evidence, 
Miſe s fworn Noor ipely to Geoaral blows that were ſtruck by 
to Mee, and that Eight Witneſſes had, ſworn in the Affirmative ; 

though eve Were: Be Seven: Witneſſes produced by Mr. Bethel, 
_—_ ers on ve. part ; yet the) "ors to obſerve, thar the 
Law did not allow of "ok Negative Evi But for that ſo ma- 
many had Sworn'in the Affirmative, that they ſaw # thing done, 
and as Emany Swear that they ſaw it not 5 he could not tell what to 
fay, "but toleaye it to the Js Laying that one Affirmative was 


better than Forty Negative | 
-- So the Jury wi = an l;, by very ſhort time were pleaſed to find 
lis hditment, and brqught Mr. Berhe/ in Guilty. 


Mr. Betheſ's Counk ,maved--in Arreſt of Judgment, for chas 
ni6Tndi&ment Tay for the Words, =o the Court for that Reaſon ſtayed 


the the Judgment, to.that part, of the Indictment, and gave Judgment 
y as to the "Alfa anc Ba and Figed Mr. Bethel bive Marks. Up- 
I Shlrehe Counſel for the King moved to have him taken-into Cuſto- 


d y,portl! he paidthe Fine, whe = rey HR ſo was Diſcharged. 


H E-Growd was: fo xceeding grea t, that T .could not 
_ -take'this Trial ſo Exactly as [onde I ſhould haye 
&, buc the Defects akc only co. the prejudice of Mr. Be- 


POST: 


 INVVY 5 4 oY. il R 
\ 4 "8TSERIPT: >: ane? 


AT 
1 bd 


ag Pi » ts. Trial, Jbewn- the ocraf 10% of 
ca nartnent. I ſhybhire. mais fame 0.ſer vations U- 
0n the Proſecution of it. 

And, firſt, 4s to Maſon, thoſe that know him beſt, think It as 
improbable . (7s EK fred ronftltred. ), that. be ſhozld be. at. tbe 
Chatge of-. three Cath af 7 #1 this buſineſs, 'as:it, is that, a man of 
his bull, and "Yer hes Fond tameny. receive In wenty blows with 

a flick, without fig one; \Gr' be purſuerd.. with blows It 
the preſence of five" hundred*men,. at leaſt, \mithout | having it 
taken notice of by any one beſides himſelf, or eſpeci Ly, that 
his Partner and Companion, Sam. Sams, who ſtood cloſe by hin, 
ſhould not ſee one blow given, as he hath affirmed to one My. 
Farthing, his Southwark Neighbour, he did not ; adding, that 
he would not ferſwear himſelf for all the world. But the P]. 1in- 
tif was not thus alone more than ordinarily concerned; for his 
Counſel were the ſame, otherwiſe at the opening of the C 'auſe, 
they would ot peponty, and from the matter, have infer- 
red Mr. BetheF's "Fruarrelſome and'rude intetitions, From the Com- 
pany that came firſt into the Burrough with him, whom they 
rendred to be none but debauched God Dammee's, though when 
it was put upon them to declare who they were that ſwore at 
that rate, they could not inſtance in any, ſave one, whom they 
deſcribed by his riding firft, 4s, not daring to name him : And 
were it true, that ſuch a perſon was in the Company, it was as 
uncharitable a Tan rLrcy to condemn a conſh derable num- 
ber of grave and ſober Citizens, who never were known to be 
guilty of Swearing or Curſing, for the fault of one man, as it 
was indecent in them to deſcribe repreachfully a Perſon of great 
Quality, becaufe they durſt not name him : But to make amends for 
this, in the Caſe fs fellow Cotttmoner, aftdy'# Free of fron: Marks 


was laid upon Mr. Bethel, the ſame C nes moved to havie him 
taken into Cuſtody, wail he paid the Money, inſinuating there- 
by, that otherwiſe he might run away, and defraud the Baliff 
of his Fine. 


E Mr. 


= 1. | 
Mr. Recorder not being at the b we why. P [-. abſence 
gave Direfions tot wry, told them, That they had Maſon's 
Poſitive Oath, that r Jen. ple, better than Forty Nega: 
tive Oaths, and hd ore they muſt either find Bethel Guilty, or 
they would make Maſon perjured,'\ Which: paſſing for Law th. 
the Fury, they Hrough him in Guilty f the, ault and Bat- 


terie.. | 
' T ; * ' \ 


Ss he Bendh beide 110w to ſet FY is my. Xa) Mayor bas Sir 
Thomas Allen { conſedering the nature of\1 Aftion) thought. 
38 4 d. enough, "but the reſt were for ſe al Po may Fans, yet ' 
at laft all. centred im Five Marks... Pap on the whole matter \ 


5 left tothe. ReiMer, ro 0s phat Judgnew and C ny 


by ſth upon mw 


